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(57) ABSTRACT

Procedures, apparatuses, systems, and computer-readable
media for operating primary and backup network elements
(NEs). The procedure for operating the primary NE includes
determining a failure in a primary path in which the primary
NE is interposed. A switch-over notification message is pro-
vided via an inter-chassis communication link to a backup
NE. At least one status synchronization message is commu-
nicated with at least one of the backup NE via the inter-
chassis communication link and a head-end NE in accordance
with a standardized protection switching protocol. The pro-
cedure for operating the backup NE includes receiving the
switch-over notification message, indicating failure in a pri-
mary path, via the inter-chassis communication link. A status
synchronization message is provided in accordance with the
standardized protection switching protocol to a head-end NE
to establish communication with the head-end NE via a sec-
ondary path.

10 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets
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PROCEDURES, APPARATUSES, SYSTEMS,
AND COMPUTER-READABLE MEDIA FOR
OPERATING PRIMARY AND BACKUP
NETWORK ELEMENTS

FIELD

Example aspects described herein relate generally to com-
munications networks, and, in particular, to procedures, appa-
ratuses, systems, and computer-readable media for operating
primary and backup network elements in a dual homing net-
work configuration.

BACKGROUND

A high-speed network environment typically includes net-
work devices such as access switches, routers, and bridges
used to facilitate delivery of information packets and/or data
traffic from source devices to destination devices. Informa-
tion pertaining to the transfer of packet(s) through the net-
work is usually embedded within the packet itself. Each
packet traveling through one or more communications net-
works such as Internet and/or Ethernet can typically be
handled independently from other packets in a packet stream
or traffic. For example, each router which may include rout-
ing, switching, and/or bridging, engines processes incoming
packets and determines where the packet(s) should be for-
warded.

In a high-speed computing network environment, main-
taining high speed traffic flows with minimal data loss and/or
packet drop is desired. As such, it is also desirable to detect
failures relating to data links and/or connections between the
network devices, thereby allowing for traffic flows to be
maintained and rerouted so as to reduce packet drop(s).

SUMMARY

One cause of data (or packet) loss in high-speed networks
is the continued sending of data packets to a router over a data
link after the data link is already closed (or down).

A conventional approach is to use Rapid Spanning Tree
Protocol (“RSTP”) or Spanning Tree Protocol (“STP”) to
reduce looping and black-holing of data traffic. However, a
drawback associated with RSTP is slow response time. For
example, RSTP could typically take a few seconds to respond
to a scenario of remote link failure. Packets or data streams
may be lost if a network device is unable to respond to a link
failure in a reasonable span of specified time.

In view of the foregoing, procedures, apparatuses, systems,
and computer-readable media for operating primary and
backup network elements (NEs) are provided.

In one example embodiment herein, the procedure for
operating the primary NE includes determining a failure in a
primary path in which the primary NE is interposed. The
primary NE provides a switch-over notification message via
an inter-chassis communication link to a backup NE. The
primary NE communicates at least one status synchronization
message with at least one of the backup NE via the inter-
chassis communication link and a head-end NE in accordance
with a standardized protection switching protocol.

In an example embodiment herein, the standardized pro-
tection switching protocol is a standardized Ethernet protec-
tion switching protocol and the paths are logical Virtual Local
Area Network (VLLAN) paths of a Virtual Private Local Area
Network Service (VPLS) network.

In a further example embodiment herein, the standardized
Ethernet protection switching protocol is the G.8031 Ethernet
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2

Protection Switching protocol under International Telecom-
munication Union (“ITU”) standard for failover, and commu-
nication via the inter-chassis communication link is per-
formed in accordance with the Internet Engineering Task
Force (IETF) Inter-Chassis Communication Protocol
accpe).

In a further example embodiment herein, the communica-
tion via the inter-chassis communication link in accordance
with ICCP includes communication of at least one of con-
figuration information, network information, and informa-
tion in G.8031 messages.

In another example embodiment herein, in response to a
recovery status synchronization message indicating that the
primary path has recovered, the primary NE provides at least
one of'a media access control (“MAC”) flush message and a
status synchronization message indicating that the primary
NE is enabled.

Inan example embodiment herein, the determination of the
failure in the primary path is performed based on at least one
of detection of the failure via a connectivity verification pro-
tocol, reception of a connection defect message, and detec-
tion of a failure at a physical layer.

In one example embodiment herein, the procedure for
operating the backup NE includes receiving the switch-over
notification message, indicating failure in a primary path, via
the inter-chassis communication link. The backup NE pro-
vides a status synchronization message in accordance with
the standardized protection switching protocol to a head-end
NE to establish communication with the head-end NE via the
secondary path.

In an example embodiment herein, the standardized pro-
tection switching protocol is a standardized Ethernet protec-
tion switching protocol and the paths are logical Virtual Local
Area Network (VLAN) links of a Virtual Private Local Area
Network Service (VPLS) network.

In a further example embodiment herein, the standardized
Ethernet protection switching protocol is the G.8031 Ethernet
Protection Switching protocol under International Telecom-
munication Union (“ITU”) standard for failover, and commu-
nication via the inter-chassis communication link is per-
formed in accordance with the Internet Engineering Task
Force (IETF) Inter-Chassis Communication Protocol
accpe).

In a further example embodiment herein, the communica-
tion via the inter-chassis communication link in accordance
with ICCP includes communication of at least one of con-
figuration information, network information, and informa-
tion in G.8031 messages.

In a further example embodiment herein, information,
received from the primary NE via the inter-chassis commu-
nication link, is provided to the head-end NE in at least one
(G.8031 message, and information in G.8031 messages
received from the head-end NE is provided to the primary NE
via the inter-chassis communication link.

In another example embodiment herein, in response to
receipt of the switch-over notification message, at least one of
a media access control (“MAC”) flush message and a status
synchronization message indicating that the backup NE is
enabled is provided.

In an example embodiment herein, in response to reception
of'a recovery status synchronization message indicating that
a primary path has recovered, the backup NE forwards the
recovery status synchronization message to a primary NE. In
response to reception of a further status synchronization mes-
sage from the primary NE indicating that the primary NE is
enabled, the backup NE forwards the further status synchro-
nization message to the head-end NE.
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In a further example embodiment herein, the primary path
is enabled in accordance with the standardized protection
switching protocol.

Additional features and benefits of the exemplary embodi-
ments will become apparent from the detailed description,
figures and claims set forth below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The teachings claimed and/or described herein are further
described in terms of exemplary embodiments. These exem-
plary embodiments are described in detail with reference to
the drawings. These embodiments are non-limiting exem-
plary embodiments, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a computer network
having a primary router and backup router organized in a dual
homing configuration in accordance with an example
embodiment herein;

FIG. 2 is an architecture diagram of an exemplary process-
ing system in accordance with an example embodiment
herein;

FIG. 3 is an architecture diagram of an exemplary primary
router in accordance with an example embodiment herein;

FIG. 4 is an architecture diagram of an exemplary backup
router in accordance with an example embodiment herein;

FIGS. 5A and 5B are block diagrams illustrating an exem-
plary computer network layout organized in a dual homing
redundancy configuration capable of switching over to
backup router(s) in accordance with an example embodiment
herein;

FIGS. 6A and 6B are block diagrams illustrating an exem-
plary computer network layout organized in a dual homing
redundancy configuration capable of reverting back to pri-
mary router in accordance with an example embodiment
herein; and

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary process of
switching to a secondary path in a dual homed network con-
figuration in accordance with an example embodiment
herein.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary process of
reversion to the primary path in accordance with an example
embodiment herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to implementations
of'the exemplary embodiments as illustrated in the accompa-
nying drawings. The same reference indicators will be used
throughout the drawings and the following detailed descrip-
tion to refer to the same or like parts.

An IP communication network, IP network, or communi-
cation network may be, in some examples, any type of net-
work having an access network able to transmit data in the
form of packets or cells, for example of ATM (Asynchronous
Transfer Mode) type, on a transport medium, for example, the
TCP/IP or UDP/IP type. ATM cells are the result of decom-
position (or segmentation) of packets of data, for example, IP
type, and those packets (here IP packets) comprise an IP
header, a header specific to the transport medium (for
example UDP or TCP) and payload data. The IP network may
also include a satellite network, for example a DVBRCS
(Digital Video Broadcasting-Return Channel System) net-
work, providing Internet access via satellite, or an SDMB
(Satellite Digital Multimedia Broadcast) network, or a terres-
trial network, for example a cable (XDSL) network or a
mobile or cellular network (GPRS/EDGE, or UMTS (where
applicable of the MBMS (Multimedia Broadcast/Multicast
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Services) type, or the evolution of the UMTS known as LTE
(Long Term Evolution), or DVB-H (Digital Video Broadcast-
ing-Handhelds)), or a hybrid (satellite and terrestrial) net-
work.

Of course, these are merely examples only, and the IP
communication network, IP network, or communication net-
work are not limited only thereto.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a computer network
100 having a primary router and backup router organized in a
dual homing configuration in accordance with an example
embodiment herein. Network 100 includes multiple cell sites
102 and 103, a switching network 104, multiple routers 150,
152, 106 and 108 (described below), and a Radio Network
Controller (“RNC”) 110. RNC 110 is further coupled with a
Wide Area Network (“WAN”) and/or Internet 170. Depend-
ing on applicable design criteria, RNC 110 may be coupled
with other RNC (not shown) to enhance network manage-
ment and capacities. In an alternative configuration, RNC 110
may be replaced with other network element(s) such as gate-
way(s) and router(s). It should be noted that the underlying
concept of the exemplary embodiments would not change if
one or more additional ones of the above components (or
elements) were added to or removed from network 100.

Switching network 104 includes an access switch (“AS™)
148, a primary router 150, and a backup router 152 wherein
AS 148 and routers 150 and 152 are configured to form a dual
homed or dual homing redundancy network configuration.
AS 148 is located at the edge or outside (or inside) of switch-
ing network 104, and is coupled to one or more cell sites
102-103 via connections 116. Switching network 104 may
include network elements (“NEs”) and/or a network manage-
ment system (“NMS”) depending on applicable design crite-
ria, although none are shown in FIG. 1. Routers 106 and 108,
in the example embodiment of FIG. 1, may be, for example,
edge routers and/or routers inside of switching network 104.
Switching network 104, in one example, may be an IP and/or
Multi Protocol Label Switching (“MPLS”) based circuit net-
work which may operate at a layer of Open Systems Inter-
connection Basic Reference Model (“OSI model”). Network
104 may further include a circuit switch block and a backhaul
block for transferring information and/or various data traffic
to and from network clients, although none are shown in FI1G.
1.

Switching network 104, in one example embodiment,
includes a virtual network such as Virtual Private LAN Ser-
vice (“VPLS”) and virtual local area network (“VLAN).
VPLS provides Ethernet based multipoint to multipoint com-
munication over the IP/MPLS network. VPLS is also able to
use pseudo-wires (“PW?) to connect multiple geographically
separated hosts and/or nodes and allows the dispersed nodes
to share the same or similar Ethernet broadcast domain.
VLAN, on the other hand, is a logical LAN or multiple LAN’s
grouping multiple hosts allowing hosts to communicate using
the same broadcast domain. A VL AN uses the similar require-
ments and/or attributes as a physical LAN and links multiple
hosts or devices together even if they are not located on the
same network switch. It should be noted that various proto-
cols, such as interior border gateway protocol (“iBGP”),
MPLS, OSPF, and RSVP (resource reservation protocol),
may be used as Layer 2 (L.2) VPN (virtual private network)
related applications.

In one example embodiment herein, AS 148 is a managed
edge system and/or management system capable of managing
a network, connections, ports, or switching services. For
example, AS 148 provides access to service providers’ net-
works at traffic aggregation points or cell sites. AS 148 is
useful because it may provide a more scalable network solu-
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tion between customer equipment (“CE”) and provider edge
(“PE”) routers for data transfer. AS 148, in one example, is
capable of performing both access switching functions and
router functions.

A router, for example, is a network element or network
device capable of forwarding data packets across one or more
communication networks in accordance with its routing
mechanism such as a routing table. A router may be, for
example, a microprocessor-controlled computing system
which may be coupled to two or more data lines configured to
direct data traffic through one or more communication net-
works. A network element or network client, in one example,
can include one or more routers, hubs, switches, hosts, base
stations, and the like. A NMS, in one example aspect, is a
computer system or server including hardware and/or soft-
ware used to monitor and control the network including vari-
ous network elements. Network 100, for example, includes
routers 106 and 108 which are capable of routing information
between cell sites 102-103 and RNC 110 via switching net-
work 104.

A dual homed redundancy host, network or gateway is, for
example, situated between two interfaces to enhance data
integrity or prevent data drop. Dual homed redundancy, also
known as dual homing, provides two independent data paths
(e.g., primary link 142 and secondary link 144) for each
dual-attached device (e.g., AS 148). In the example embodi-
ment of FIG. 1, primary link 142 and secondary link 144 are
logical Virtual Local Area Network (VLLAN) links of a Virtual
Private Local Area Network Service (VPLS) network. In
other embodiments, the primary link and the secondary link
are logical links that are configured to support one or more of
network services such as point-to-point, point-to-multipoint
(bridging), multipoint-to-multipoint (IP) services, and the
like, and/or that are configured to support applications, such
as, for example, VLAN, IPTV, VoD, video conferencing, real
time data, stock transactions, and the like.

In the example embodiment of FIG. 1, AS 148 is structured
in a dual homed redundancy configuration wherein a primary
link (or path) 142 is used to connect AS 148 to primary router
150 and a secondary link (or path) 144 is used to connect AS
148 to a backup router 152. Under normal conditions, AS 148
transmits data packets to and from primary router 150 via
primary link 142. In the event that link 142 or primary router
150 fails, AS 148 switches its connection from primary router
150 to backup router 152 whereby AS 148 can continue
network services via a backup route. When primary router
150 recovers from an earlier crash or failure, AS 148, in the
example embodiment, switches back (or reverts) from
backup router 152 to primary router 150.

Routers 106 and 108, for example, are interconnected by
Interior Gateway Protocol (“IGP”) 118 for redundancy pur-
poses. Each router, for example, can perform functions of IP
routing. Connections 130 and 132 are used to couple RNC
110 with routers 106 and 108 wherein connections 130 and
132 can be land line connections, wireless connections, or a
combination of wired and wireless connections.

In the example embodiment of FIG. 1, primary router 150
and backup router 152, for example, are interconnected by an
inter-chassis communication link 146. In the example
embodiment, the inter-chassis communication link 146 is a
tunneled LDP (label distribution protocol) LSP (label
switched path). In other embodiments, the inter-chassis com-
munication link 146 can be a link directly connecting primary
router 150 and backup router 152.

The inter-chassis communication link 146 is configured to
provide communication between routers 150 and 152 in
accordance with an inter-chassis communication protocol. In
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the example embodiment, the inter-chassis communication
link 146 is configured to exchange messages, such as, for
example, control messages, notification messages, status
messages, synchronization messages, messages in accor-
dance with the standardized G.8031 Ethernet Protection
Switching protocol under International Telecommunication
Union (“ITU”), and the like.

In the example embodiment inter-chassis communication
link 146 provides communication in accordance with the
Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF) Inter-Chassis Com-
munication Protocol (ICCP), draft-ietf-pwe3-iccp-07, avail-
able at http://tools.ietf.org/html/draft-ietf-pwe3-iccp-07, the
contents of which are hereby incorporated by reference
herein in their entirety, as if set forth fully herein.

The ICCP protocol specifies operations over Label Distri-
bution Protocol (LDP) (as specified by IETF RFC 5036) that
provide for the exchange of messages between primary router
150 and backup router 152.

In the example embodiment, primary router 150 provides
at least one of the following to backup router 152, via the
inter-chassis communication link 146 in accordance with
ICCP: 1) configuration information received by primary
router 150, and ii) network information detected by primary
router 150. Primary router 150 receives at least one of the
following from backup router 152, via the inter-chassis com-
munication link 146 in accordance with ICCP: 1) configura-
tion information received by backup router 152, ii) network
information detected by backup router 152, and iii) informa-
tion in G.8031 messages received by backup router 152 from
AS 148.

Similarly, backup router 152 receives at least one of the
following from primary router 150, via the inter-chassis com-
munication link 146 in accordance with ICCP: 1) configura-
tion information received by primary router 150, and ii) net-
work information detected by primary router 150. Backup
router 152 provides information, received from primary
router 150 via the inter-chassis communication link 146 in
accordance with ICCP, to AS 148 in at least one G.8031
message. Backup router 152 also exchanges G.8031 mes-
sages with AS 148 via secondary link (or path) 144. Backup
router 152 provides at least one of the following to primary
router 150, via the inter-chassis communication link 146 in
accordance with ICCP: 1) configuration information received
by backup router 152, network information detected by
backup router 152, and information in G.8031 messages
received by backup router 152 from AS 148. Configuration
information may include, for example, information config-
ured by a user.

Cell site 102, also known as a base station, includes a radio
tower 112, a computer 126, and a server 128, wherein radio
tower 112 provides wireless communication with a cellular
phone 120 and a handheld device 124. Base station or cell site
102 is capable of communicating with mobile devices such as
cellular phone 120 and handheld device 124 via radio tower
112. It should be noted that cell site 102 may include addi-
tional radio towers as well as other land switching circuitry,
not shown in FIG. 1. The cell stations such as cell sites
102-103 can be configured to support wireless communica-
tions as well as wired communications.

Upon detecting a loss of continuity check (“CC”) message
in accordance with IEEE 802.1ag, AS 148, in the example
embodiment of FIG. 1, commences an operation of failover.
In other embodiments, any other suitable protocol for verify-
ing connectivity of a logical and/or physical link (e.g., pri-
mary link 142 and secondary link 144) may be used instead of
IEEE 802.1ag. The contents of the IEEE 802.1ag standard are
incorporated by reference herein.
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Upon setting remote defect indication (“RDI”) to one (1),
hereinafter referred to as RDI=1, AS 148 sends a CC message
with RDI=1 to primary router 150. After receiving RDI=1,
primary router 150 sends a switch-over notification message
to the backup router 152 via the inter-chassis communication
link 146 between the primary router 150 and the backup
router 152. The switch-over notification message is a mes-
sage for controlling the backup router 152 to establish com-
munication with AS 148 via the secondary link 144 in the case
of the failure of the primary link 142.

Meanwhile, AS 148 switches (or fails over) to protection
path (or secondary link) 144 in accordance with a standard-
ized Ethernet protection switching protocol that provides for
switching from a primary (or working) link to a secondary (or
protection) link. In more detail, the Ethernet protection
switching protocol defines messages for controlling a switch-
over from the primary link to the secondary link, and for
synchronizing status between NE’s at either end of the sec-
ondary link. In the example embodiment of FIG. 1, the stan-
dardized Ethernet protection switching protocol is the
(G.8031 Ethernet Protection Switching protocol under Inter-
national Telecommunication Union (“ITU”) standard for
failover, “ITU-T Rec. G.8031/Y.1342 (June 2006) Ethernet
Protection Switching”, available at http://www.transanatoli-
a.ew/analyses/Ethernet/T-REC-G.8031-200606-1!{PDF-
E.pdf, the contents of which are hereby incorporated by ref-
erence herein in their entirety, as if set forth fully herein.

In response to reception of the switch-over notification
message from primary router 150, backup router 152 sends a
media access control (“MAC”) flush message to other net-
work elements (e.g., 106 and 108 of FIG. 1) to flush all MAC
addresses for the VLAN not learned from the backup router
152, opens the backup router 152°s communication port by
setting transmitting port to one (1) (Tx=1), and sends a status
synchronization request in accordance with the G.8031 stan-
dard to AS 148 to establish communication with AS 148 via
the secondary link 144. The MAC flush message is sent in
accordance with IETF RFC 4762 (“Virtual Private LAN Ser-
vice (VPLS) Using Label Distribution Protocol (LDP) Sig-
naling”), available at http://tools.ietf.org/html/rfc4762, the
contents of which is hereby incorporated by reference herein
in its entirety, as if set forth fully herein.

For operation relating to reversion, after backup router 152
is activated for routing services, primary router 150 begins a
recovery process to restore (or resume) itself from inactive
status to active status. Once primary router 150 is restored and
is able to resume network service, primary router 150 rees-
tablishes label-switched path (“LSP”’) using RSVP (Resource
Reservation Protocol) via connection 142 between router 150
and AS 148. When AS 148 detects 802.1ag CC from router
150, AS 148 sends a 802.1ag CC message with reset of RDI
(RDI=0) to primary router 150. Primary router 150 clears
RDI condition(s) after it receives RDI=0 from AS 148. Upon
commencement of a revert-timer, AS 148 notifies the backup
router 152 that the revert timer is ticking (or counting) and
that the backup link 144 will continue to be used until the
revert-timer expires. When the revert-timer expires, AS 148
switches back to G.8031 working path, primary link 142, and
instructs backup router 152 to close its communication port
(Tx=0) by sending a recovery status synchronization message
in accordance with the (G.8031 standard. Backup router 152
subsequently closes its communication port (Tx=0) and for-
wards the recovery status synchronization message to the
primary router 150.

In response to reception of a recovery status synchroniza-
tion message forwarded by the backup router 152 from AS
148, and indicating that the primary link 142 has recovered,
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the primary router 150 sends a media access control (“MAC”)
flush message to other network elements (e.g., 106 and 108 of
FIG. 1) to flush all MAC addresses for the VL AN not learned
from the primary router 150, and sends the backup router 152
a status synchronization message indicating that the primary
router 150 is enabled for communication with AS 148.
Backup router 152 forwards the status synchronization mes-
sage sent from the primary router 150 to AS 148.

A redundant dual homing networking solution employing
(G.8031 and CC messages, such as the network(s) disclosed
herein, may improve reliability of network services. A dual
homing protection of G.8031 network using VPLS enables a
failover or failure recovery process to take place in case of
nodal failures.

Having described the exemplary network of FIG. 1, refer-
ence is now made to FIG. 2, which is an architecture diagram
of an example data processing system 200, which in one
example embodiment, can further represent, or be included
in, a primary NE and/or a backup NE, and/or one or more of
the other components 106, 108, 148,102, 103,110, 120, 124,
126, and 128 of FIG. 1. Data processing system 200 includes
aprocessor 202 coupled to a memory 204 via system bus 206.
Processor 202 is also coupled to external Input/Output (1/O)
devices (not shown) via the system bus 206 and an I/O bus
208, and at least one input/output user interface 218. Proces-
sor 202 may be further coupled to a communications device
214 via a communications device controller 216 coupled to
the I/O bus 208. Processor 202 uses the communications
device(s) (e.g., 214) to communicate with other elements of a
network, such as, for example, network nodes, and the com-
munications devices may have one or more input and output
ports. Processor 202 also can include an internal clock (not
shown) to keep track of time, periodic time intervals, and the
like.

A storage device 210 having a non-transitory computer-
readable storage medium is coupled to the processor 202 via
a storage device controller 212 and the I/O bus 208 and the
system bus 206. The storage device 210 is used by the pro-
cessor 202 and controller 212 to store and read/write data
210a, as well as computer program instructions 2105. In
operation, processor 202 loads the program instructions 2105
from the storage device 210 into the memory 204. Processor
202 then executes the loaded program instructions 2105 to
perform any of the example procedure(s) herein, for operat-
ing the system 200.

Having described the example data processing system 200
of FIG. 2, reference is now made to FIG. 3, which is an
architecture diagram of primary router 150. Primary router
150 includes a processor 302 coupled to a memory 304 via
system bus 306. Processor 302 is also coupled to external
Input/Output (I/O) devices (not shown) via the system bus
306 and an I/O bus 308, and at least one input/output user
interface 318. Processor 302 uses the communications
device(s) (e.g., 314) to communicate with other elements of a
network, such as, for example, network nodes, and the com-
munications devices may have one or more input and output
ports. Processor 302 also can include an internal clock (not
shown) to keep track of time, periodic time intervals, and the
like.

A storage device 310 having a non-transitory computer-
readable storage medium is coupled to the processor 302 via
a storage device controller 312 and the /O bus 308 and the
system bus 306. The storage device 310 is used by the pro-
cessor 302 and controller 312 to store and read/write data
310a, as well as computer program instructions 3105 used to
implement the procedure(s) described herein and shown in
the accompanying drawing(s) herein, such as a procedure for
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controlling a primary NE to provide Ethernet fault protection.
In operation, processor 302 loads the program instructions
3106 from the storage device 310 into the memory 304.
Processor 302 then executes the loaded program instructions
3105 to perform any of the example procedure(s) described
below, for operating the primary router 150.

In the example embodiment of FIG. 3, program instruc-
tions 3104 include primary failover module 310c¢ and primary
recovery module 3104.

Primary failover module 310c¢ includes program instruc-
tions for controlling primary router 150 to determine a link
failure associated with primary link 142 for network commu-
nication between the primary router 150 and the head-end AS
148. AS 148 is configured for communication with backup
router 152 via a secondary link 144 for network communica-
tion in a case of a failure of the primary link 142. Primary
failover module 310c¢ also includes program instructions for,
in response to determination of a failure of the primary link
142, controlling the primary router 150 to send a switch-over
notification message to the backup router 152 via the inter-
chassis communication link 146 between the primary router
150 and the backup router 152. The switch-over notification
message is a message for controlling the backup router 152 to
establish communication with AS 148 via the secondary link
144 in the case of the failure of the primary link 142. The
primary router 150 is configured to exchange status synchro-
nization messages with AS 148 and the backup router 152 in
accordance with a standardized Ethernet protection switching
protocol. In the example embodiment, the standardized Eth-
ernet protection switching protocol is the G.8031 Ethernet
Protection Switching protocol under International Telecom-
munication Union (“ITU”) standard for failover.

The primary router 150 is configured to exchange status
synchronization messages with the backup router 152 via the
inter-chassis communication link 146, and to exchange status
synchronization messages with AS 148 through the inter-
chassis communication link 146 and via the secondary link
144.

More precisely, primary router 150 exchanges information
with backup router 152 via the inter-chassis communication
link 146 in accordance with ICCP. Backup router 152 also
exchanges G.8031 messages with AS 148 via secondary link
(or path) 144. Information provided by primary router 150 via
link 146 (using ICCP) may include, for example, status syn-
chronization messages, switch-over notification messages,
configuration information received by primary router 150,
and network information detected by primary router 150.
Information provided by backup router 152 via link 146 (us-
ing ICCP) may include, for example, status synchronization
messages, configuration information received by backup
router 152, network information detected by backup router
152, and information in G.803 1 messages received by backup
router 152 from AS 148. Backup router 152 provides infor-
mation received from primary router 150 (via link 146 using
ICCP) to AS 148 in at least one G.8031 message (via second-
ary link 144). Configuration information may include, for
example, information configured by a user.

Primary recovery module 3104 includes program instruc-
tions for controlling primary router 150 to, in response to
reception of a recovery status synchronization message for-
warded by the backup router 152 from AS 148, and indicating
that the primary link 142 has recovered, send a media access
control (“MAC”) flush message to other network elements
(e.g., 106 and 108 of FIG. 1) to flush all MAC addresses for
the VL AN not learned from the primary router 150, and send
the backup router 152 a status synchronization message indi-
cating that the primary router 150 is enabled for communica-
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tion with AS 148. The status synchronization message sent
from the primary router 150 is forwarded by the backup router
152 to AS 148. The recovery status synchronization message
is generated by AS 148 in response to detection that the
primary link 142 has recovered.

Having described the example primary router 150 of FIG.
1 with respect to FIG. 3, reference is now made to FIG. 4,
which is an architecture diagram of backup router 152.
Backup router 152 includes a processor 402 coupled to a
memory 404 via system bus 406. Processor 402 is also
coupled to external Input/Output (I/O) devices (not shown)
via the system bus 406 and an I/O bus 408, and at least one
input/output user interface 418. Processor 402 may be further
coupled to a communications device 414 via a communica-
tions device controller 416 coupled to the 1/O bus 408. Pro-
cessor 402 uses the communications device(s) (e.g., 414) to
communicate with other elements of a network, such as, for
example, network nodes, and the communications devices
may have one or more input and output ports. Processor 402
also can include an internal clock (not shown) to keep track of
time, periodic time intervals, and the like.

A storage device 410 having a non-transitory computer-
readable storage medium is coupled to the processor 402 via
a storage device controller 412 and the /O bus 408 and the
system bus 406. The storage device 410 is used by the pro-
cessor 402 and controller 412 to store and read/write data
410a, as well as computer program instructions 4105 used to
implement the procedure(s) described herein and shown in
the accompanying drawing(s) herein, such as a procedure for
controlling a backup NE to provide Ethernet fault protection.
In operation, processor 402 loads the program instructions
4106 from the storage device 410 into the memory 404.
Processor 402 then executes the loaded program instructions
4105 to perform any of the example procedure(s) described
herein, for operating the backup router 152.

In the example embodiment of FIG. 4, program instruc-
tions 4104 include backup failover module 410¢ and backup
recovery module 4104d.

Backup failover module 410c¢ includes program instruc-
tions for controlling backup router 152 to receive a switch-
over notification message from a primary router 150 via the
inter-chassis communication link 146 between the primary
router 150 and the backup router 152. The switch-over noti-
fication indicates a failure of the primary link 142 for network
communication between the primary router and the head-end
AS 148. Backup failover module 410c¢ also includes program
instructions for controlling backup router 152 to, in response
to reception of the switch-over notification message, send a
status synchronization request to AS 148 to establish com-
munication with AS 148 via the secondary link 144 for net-
work communication between the backup router 152 and AS
148. The backup router 152 is configured to exchange status
synchronization messages with the primary router 150 and
AS 148, and in accordance with the standardized Ethernet
protection switching protocol, via the inter-chassis commu-
nication link 146 and the secondary link 144, respectively, to
forward status synchronization messages received from the
primary router 150 to AS 148, and to forward status synchro-
nization messages received from AS 148 to the primary router
150.

More precisely, primary router 150 exchanges information
with backup router 152 via the inter-chassis communication
link 146 in accordance with ICCP. Backup router 152 also
exchanges G.8031 messages with AS 148 via secondary link
(or path) 144. Information provided by primary router 150 via
link 146 (using ICCP) may include, for example, status syn-
chronization messages, switch-over notification messages,
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configuration information received by primary router 150,
and network information detected by primary router 150.
Information provided by backup router 152 via link 146 (us-
ing ICCP) may include, for example, status synchronization
messages, configuration information received by backup
router 152, network information detected by backup router
152, and information in G.803 1 messages received by backup
router 152 from AS 148. Backup router 152 provides infor-
mation received from primary router 150 (via link 146 using
ICCP) to AS 148 in at least one G.8031 message (via second-
ary link 144). Configuration information may include, for
example, information configured by a user.

In the example embodiment of FIG. 4, backup failover
module 410c¢ further includes program instructions for con-
trolling backup router 152 to, in response to reception of the
switch-over notification message, send a media access con-
trol (“MAC”) flush message to other network elements (e.g.,
106 and 108 of FIG. 1) of the VLAN associated with the
primary link 142 to flush all MAC addresses for the VLAN
not learned from the backup router 152.

In the example embodiment, the standardized FEthernet
protection switching protocol is the G.8031 Ethernet Protec-
tion Switching protocol under International Telecommunica-
tion Union (“ITU”) standard for failover.

Backup recovery module 4104 includes program instruc-
tions for controlling backup router 152 to, in response to
reception of a recovery status synchronization message (from
AS 148) indicating that the primary link 142 has recovered,
forward the recovery status synchronization message to the
primary router 150. Backup recovery module 4104 also
includes program instructions for controlling backup router
152 to, in response to reception of a status synchronization
message from the primary router 150 indicating that the pri-
mary router 150 is enabled for communication with AS 148,
forward the status synchronization message received from the
primary router 150 to AS 148. The recovery status synchro-
nization message is generated by AS 148 in response to detec-
tion that the primary link 142 has recovered. AS 148 activates
the primary link between AS 148 and the primary router 150
in accordance with the standardized Ethernet protection
switching protocol, in response to detection that the primary
link 142 has recovered.

Having described the example backup router 152 of FIG. 1
with respect to FIG. 4, reference is now made to FIG. 5A,
which is a block diagram 500 illustrating an exemplary net-
work layout organized in a dual homing redundancy configu-
ration capable of failing over to a backup router(s) in accor-
dance with one embodiment. Diagram 500 includes a NE
502, routers 506,508 and 510, and links 520,522 and 523. NE
502 is configured to communicate with other network
devices, such as routers 506, 508 and a cell site, base station,
or radio tower 112. NE 502, for example, may be a node,
access switch (AS), router, hub, or a combination of routers,
hubs, AS, and/or switches. In the example embodiment of
FIGS. 5A and 5B, NE 502 is an AS, hereinafter referred to as
AS 502.

To enhance data integrity as well as network reliability, the
network layout shown in diagram 500 illustrates a dual
homed redundancy network, also known as dual VLAN
topology. In the example embodiment of FIGS. 5A and 5B,
the dual homed or dual homing network configuration
includes an AS 502, primary router 506, and backup router
508 wherein AS 502 is coupled to a first end of a primary link
520 and primary router 506 is coupled to a second end of
primary link 520. AS 502, for example, verifies connectivity
between AS 502 and primary router 506 via a connectivity
verification protocol over primary link 520. The connectivity
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verification protocol, for example, may use CC messages
under the IEEE 802.1ag standard, which hereinafter can also
be referred to as 802.1ag CC messages. Primary router 506,
on the other hand, is configured to communicate with AS 502
indirectly via backup router 508. More precisely, primary
router 506 sends communications to backup router 508 via
inter-chassis communication link 523 (in accordance with
ICCP), and backup router 508 forwards these communica-
tions to AS 502 via the secondary link (in accordance with a
standardized Ethernet protection switching protocol). Simi-
larly, AS 502 sends communications to backup router 508 via
the secondary link (in accordance with a standardized Ether-
net protection switching protocol), and backup router 508
forwards these communications to primary router 506 via
inter-chassis communication link 523 (in accordance with
ICCP). The standardized Ethernet protection switching pro-
tocol provides for switching from a primary (or working) link
to a secondary (or protection) link. In more detail, the Ether-
net protection switching protocol defines messages for con-
trolling a switch-over from the primary link to the secondary
link, and for synchronizing status between NE’s at either end
of the secondary link. In the example embodiment of FIGS.
5A and 5B, the standardized Ethernet protection switching
protocol is the G.8031 Ethernet Protection Switching proto-
col under International Telecommunication Union (“ITU”)
standard for failover, hereinafter referred to as G.8031.

Backup router 508 is coupled to AS 502 via a backup link
522 and is operable to provide a dual homed network redun-
dancy between AS 502 and primary router 506 via the Ether-
net protection switching protocol.

In the example embodiment of FIGS. 5A and 5B, primary
link 520 and secondary link 522 are logical Virtual Local Area
Network (VLAN) links of a Virtual Private Local Area Net-
work Service (VPLS) network. In other embodiments, the
primary link and the secondary link are logical links that are
configured to support one or more of network services such as
point-to-point, point-to-multipoint (bridging), multipoint-to-
multipoint (IP) services, and the like, and/or that are config-
ured to support applications, such as, for example, VLAN,
IPTV, VoD, video conferencing, real time data, stock trans-
actions, and the like.

AS 502 and routers 506 and 508 are structured in a dual
homed redundancy network configuration wherein primary
link 520 is used to connect AS 502 to primary router 506 and
secondary link 522 is used to connect AS 502 to a backup
router 508. Under normal conditions, AS 502 transmits data
packets to and from primary router 506 via primary link 520.
In the event that link 520 or primary router 506 fails, AS 502
switches its (logic) connection from primary router 506 to
backup router 508 whereby AS 502 is able to continue pro-
viding network services/routing via a backup route. When
primary router 506 recovers or restores from an earlier crash
or failure, primary router 506, in the example embodiment,
AS 502 detects that primary router 506 is ready to receive and
route data again. To switch back (or revert) from backup
router 508 to primary router 506, AS 502 begins a reversion
process including activating a revert-timer requesting the
backup router to close the backup router’s port(s).

In the example embodiment of FIGS. 5A and 5B, AS 502
includes a (G.8031 bundle 518, wherein bundle 518 further
includes multiple G.8031 ports connected to multiple links
for providing link protection or redundancy. AS 502 employs
802.1ag messages 524 and 526 to check connectivity over
links 520 and 522 respectively. Link 520 is configured to
facilitate transferring information including 802.1ag mes-
sages. Link 522 is configured to facilitate transferring infor-
mation including 802.1ag messages and G.8031 messages.
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Alternatively, link 522 may include multiple sub-links
wherein some sub-links are dedicated to handle 802.1ag CC
messages while other sub-links are dedicated to handle
(G.8031 messages.

Similarly, link 520 may include multiple sub-links wherein
some sub-links are dedicated to handle 802.1ag CC mes-
sages.

As described above, in the embodiments of FIGS. 5A and
5B, CC messages in accordance with the 802.1ag standard are
used to verify connectivity of links 520 and 522. However, in
other embodiments, any other suitable protocol for verifying
connectivity of a logical and/or physical link (e.g., primary
link 520 and secondary link 522) may be used instead of IEEE
802.1ag.

During normal conditions, data streams or data packets
561, 562 (FIG. 5A) travel from radio tower 112 to router 510
via data paths 532 and 534 passing through AS 502 and
primary router 506. In the example embodiment, primary link
520 is a primary VLLAN, and backup link 522 is a backup
VLAN.

In another embodiment, router 508 can be provisioned as a
primary router and router 506 may be provisioned as a backup
router. Alternatively, a backup router may be dedicated to
backup more than one primary router, or vice versa.

Upon detecting a failure, a failover as indicated by arrow
546 will occur to switch from a working link 520 to a pro-
tected link 522. Primary router 506 and backup router 508, for
example, are also interconnected by an inter-chassis commu-
nication link 523. The inter-chassis communication link 523
is similar to the inter-chassis communication link 146
described above with respect to FIG. 1.

In the example embodiment, both primary router 506 and
AS 502 are configured to determine a link failure. Primary
router 506 determines a link failure by at least one of detec-
tion of the link failure, reception of a connection defect mes-
sage generated by the AS 502, or detection of a physical layer
failure. In detecting the link failure, the primary router 506
performs the detection based on a message of continuity
check in accordance with the IEEE 802.1ag standard for
connectivity verification. AS 502 generates the connection
defect message in response to detecting the link failure. AS
502 detects the link failure based on a message of continuity
check in accordance with the IEEE 802.1ag standard for
connectivity verification. As described above, in other
embodiments, AS 502 and primary router 506 can use any
other suitable protocol for verifying connectivity of a logical
and/or physical link (e.g., primary link 520 and secondary
link 522) instead of the IEEE 802.1ag standard for connec-
tivity verification.

The dual homed network using G.8031 together with
802.1ag is useful because it can increase the speed of fail over
between primary and backup routers so as to reduce an impact
on normal network services and/or routing whereby packet
loss or a black-holing scenario is minimized or reduced.

FIG. 5B is a block diagram 550 illustrating an exemplary
computer network layout organized in a dual homed redun-
dancy configuration capable of failing over to a backup router
(s) in accordance with an example embodiment herein. Dia-
gram 550, which is similar to diagram 500, includes an AS
502, routers 506, 508 and 510, and links 520 and 522 wherein
links 520 and 522 are used to connect AS 502 and routers 506
and 508 in such a way that a dual homed network configura-
tion is formed. Note that AS 502 and routers 506 and 508 can
also be referred to as nodes 502, 506 and 508.

AS 502 includes input/output (“I/O”) ports which are used
to transmit and receive information between nodes 502, 506
and 508 via logical links 520 and 522. Logical links 520 and
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522 are associated with physical connections such as, for
example, Ethernet cables, USB (Universal Serial Bus) cables,
phone lines, twisted pair cables, optical cables, and/or a com-
bination of the above-mentioned connections.

In the example embodiment of FIGS. 5A and 5B, nodes
502,506 and 508, are configured to employ connectivity fault
management (“CFM”) in accordance with a connectivity
verification protocol, such as, for example IEEE 802.1ag. In
other embodiments, nodes 502,506 and 508 can use any other
suitable protocol for verifying connectivity of a logical and/or
physical link (e.g., primary link 520 and secondary link 522)
instead of the IEEE 802.1ag standard for connectivity verifi-
cation. IEEE 802.1ag defines a construct called an MEP,
which is capable of sending periodic CC messages PDUs
(protocol data units) and is capable of receiving CC message
PDUs. The MEP at each node, which is also referred to as
Down MEP, sends a CC message over a port of anode through
a link to periodically verify the connectivity between the two
nodes. Since Down MEP is able to send a message in a
direction to a port, it is well suited to employ as a protocol
entity to detect node connectivity at the link level. It should be
noted that both Up MEP and Down MEP are capable of
receiving the CC messages alike. Upon enabling of Down
MEPs at nodes 502, 506 and 508, CC messages are periodi-
cally sent, monitored, and received for connectivity verifica-
tion.

During an operation, when AS 502 detects a loss of CC
message 552 over link 520, AS 502 sets RDI to one (1)
(RDI=1) and sends a CC message with RDI=1 to primary
router 506 indicating that link 520 is down. After receipt of
the CC message with RDI status (RDI=1), primary router 506
sends a switch-over notification message 560 to the backup
router 508 via the inter-chassis communication link 523
between the primary router 506 and the backup router 508.
Alternatively, in response to detection by primary router 506
of'aloss of CC message 552 over link 520, primary router 506
sends the switch-over notification message 560 to the backup
router 508. The switch-over notification message is a mes-
sage for controlling the backup router 508 to establish com-
munication with AS 502 via the secondary link 522 in the case
of the failure of the primary link 520. Meanwhile, AS 502
switches (or fails) over to protection path (or secondary link)
522 in accordance with the standardized Ethernet protection
switching protocol described above.

In response to reception of the switch-over notification
message 560 from primary router 506, backup router 508
sends a media access control (“MAC”) flush message (not
shown) to other network elements (e.g., 510) to flush all MAC
addresses for the VLLAN not learned from the backup router
508, opens its communication port by setting transmitting
port to one (1) (Tx=1) indicating that it is ready to commu-
nicate with AS 502, and sends a (G.8031 status synchroniza-
tion message 530 to AS 502 to establish communication with
AS 502 via the secondary link 522.

Upon receipt of the message 530 from backup router 508,
AS 502 begins to transmit to or receive data packets 556, 558
from AS 502 and router 510 via data paths 536 and 538.

The dual homed network configuration using G.8031 and
802.1ag DOWN MEP over VPLS and MAC flush message
mechanism is useful to reduce or minimize the time for
switchover to a backup router, and packet losses. As described
above, the MAC flush message is sent in accordance with
IETF RFC 4762 (“Virtual Private LAN Service (VPLS)
Using Label Distribution Protocol (LDP) Signaling”), avail-
able at http://tools.ietf.org/html/rfc4762, the contents of
which is hereby incorporated by reference herein in its
entirety, as if set forth fully herein.
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FIGS. 6A and 6B are block diagrams 600 and 601 illus-
trating an exemplary computer network layout organized in a
dual homed redundancy configuration capable of reverting
back to the primary router in accordance with an example
embodiment herein. Diagram 600, which is similar to dia-
gram 500, includes an AS 502, routers 506, 508, and 510, and
links 520 and 522 wherein links 520 and 522 are used to
connect AS 502 and routers 506 and 508 in such a way that a
dual homed network configuration is formed.

The dual homed network shown in diagram 600 and 601 is
in a reversion condition wherein backup router 508 is respon-
sible for routing the traffic between AS 502 and router 510 via
data paths 536 and 538 while primary router 506 is in a
process of recovery from an earlier failure of the primary
router 506 or primary link 520. Once primary router 506 is
recovered or restored as indicated by numeral 602 (FIG. 6A)
and is able to resume network service, primary router 506
reestablishes communication over link 520 between router
506 and AS 502. When AS 502 detects 802.1ag CC message
524 from primary router 506, AS 502 sends a 802.1ag CC
message 524 providing resetting value of RDI (RDI=0) to
primary router 506. Primary router 506 clears RDI
condition(s) after it receives RDI=0 from AS 502. In response
to detection of the 802.1ag CC message 524 from primary
router 506, AS 502 starts the revert-timer and notifies backup
router 508 that the revert-timer has been commenced, and
backup link 522 will continue to serve or transfer data
between AS 502 and router 510 until the revert-timer expires.

When the revert-timer expires, AS 502 switches back to
(G.8031 working path or primary link 520, as indicated by
arrow 606, and instructs backup router 508 to close its com-
munication port (Tx=0) by sending a recovery status synchro-
nization message 630 in accordance with the (G.8031 stan-
dard. Backup router 508 subsequently closes its
communication port (Tx=0) and forwards the recovery status
synchronization message 630 to the primary router 506 over
523.

In response to reception of a recovery status synchroniza-
tion message 630 forwarded by the backup router 508 from
AS 502, and indicating that the primary link 520 has recov-
ered, the primary router 506 to sends a media access control
(“MAC”) flush message (not shown) to other network ele-
ments (e.g., 510) to flush all MAC addresses for the VLAN
not learned from the primary router 506, and sends the backup
router 508 a new status synchronization message 630 indi-
cating that the primary router 506 is enabled for communica-
tion with AS 502. Backup router 508 forwards the new status
synchronization message 630 sent from the primary router
506 to AS 502. Upon receipt of the new status synchroniza-
tion message 630 sent from the primary router 506, AS 502
begins to facilitate transfer of data packets 652, 656 between
AS 502 and router 510 via data paths 532 and 534.

The exemplary aspects herein involve procedures, which
will be described below with respect to FIGS. 7 and 8. In one
example embodiment herein, the procedures may be embod-
ied in machine or computer executable instructions. The
instructions can be used to cause a general purpose or special
purpose system, which is programmed with the instructions
to perform the procedures. Alternatively, the procedures of
the example embodiments herein may be performed by spe-
cific hardware components that contain hard-wired logic for
performing the procedures, or by any combination of pro-
grammed computer components and custom hardware com-
ponents.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating an example process of
switching to a secondary path between a head-end NE and a
backup NE, in a case of a failure of a primary path, so that
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communication is established between the head-end NE and
the backup NE over the secondary path, in accordance with an
example embodiment herein. At block 701, a primary net-
work element (“NE”) (e.g., primary router 150 of FIG. 1,
primary router 506 of FIGS. 5A, 5B, 6A, 6B) determines a
path failure (e.g., path 142 of FIG. 1, path 532 of FIGS. 5A,
5B, 6A, 6B) for network communication between the primary
router and a head-end NE (e.g., AS 148 of FIG. 1, AS 502 of
FIGS. 5A, 5B, 6A, 6B) based on detection of the failure in
accordance with a connectivity verification protocol. In the
embodiment of FIG. 7, the connectivity verification protocol
is the IEEE 802.1ag standard. More precisely, the primary
router determines the path failure of the primary path by
detecting a loss of CC message over the primary path. How-
ever, in other embodiments, any other suitable protocol for
verifying connectivity of a logical and/or physical path may
be used instead of IEEE 802.1 ag.

At block 702, the head-end NE detects a path failure asso-
ciated with the primary path in accordance with a connectiv-
ity verification protocol as described above with respect to
block 701. At block 704, in response to detection of the path
failure, the head-end NE sends a connection defect message
to the primary NE. More precisely, in the embodiment of F1G.
7, the connection defect message is a CC message with
RDI=1.

At block 706, the head-end NE fails over to a secondary
path (e.g., path 144 of FI1G. 1, path 536 of FIGS. 5A, 5B, 6A,
6B) in accordance with the standardized Ethernet protection
switching protocol, which provides for switching from a pri-
mary (or working) path to a secondary (or protection) path. As
described above, the Ethernet protection switching protocol
defines messages for controlling a switch-over from the pri-
mary path to the secondary path, and for synchronizing status
between NE’s at either end of the secondary path. In the
example embodiment of FIG. 7, the standardized Ethernet
protection switching protocol is the G.8031 Ethernet Protec-
tion Switching protocol under International Telecommunica-
tion Union (“ITU”) standard for failover.

Inthe example embodiment of F1G. 7, the primary path and
the secondary path are logical Virtual Local Area Network
(VLAN) links of a Virtual Private Local Area Network Ser-
vice (VPLS) network. In other embodiments, the primary
path and the secondary path are logical links that are config-
ured to support one or more of network services such as
point-to-point, point-to-multipoint (bridging), multipoint-to-
multipoint (IP) services, and the like, and/or that are config-
ured to support applications, such as, for example, VLAN,
IPTV, VoD, video conferencing, real time data, stock trans-
actions, and the like.

At block 716, the primary NE receives the connection
defect message. At block 718, in response to detection of the
path failure in block 701, or in response to receipt of the
connection defect message in block 716, the primary NE
sends a switch-over notification message to a backup NE
(e.g., backup router 150 of FIG. 1, backup router 506 of FIGS.
5A, 5B, 6A, 6B) via an inter-chassis communication link
(e.g., 146 of FIG. 1, 523 of FIGS. 5A, 5B, 6A, 6B) between
the primary NE and the backup NE. The switch-over notifi-
cation message is a message for controlling the backup NE to
establish communication with the head-end NE via the sec-
ondary path. Communication over the inter-chassis commu-
nication link is performed in accordance with an inter-chassis
communication protocol. In the example embodiment of FIG.
7, the inter-chassis communication protocol is the ICCP pro-
tocol, as described above.

At block 710, the backup NE receives the switch-over
notification message from the primary NE via the inter-chas-
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sis communication link. At block 712, the backup NE sends a
media access control (“MAC”) flush message to other net-
work elements (e.g., 106 and 108 of FIG. 1, 510 of FIGS. 5A,
5B, 6A, 6B) to flush all MAC addresses for the VLAN not
learned from the backup NE. At block 714, the backup NE
opens its communication port by setting transmitting port to
one (1) (Tx=1). At block 720, the backup NE sends a status
synchronization request in accordance with the G.8031 stan-
dard to the head-end NE to establish communication with the
head-end NE. At block 722, the head-end NE receives the
status synchronization request from the backup NE, and com-
munication between the backup NE and the head-end NE
over the secondary path is established.

Thus, in the manner described above for FIG. 7, commu-
nication is switched to a secondary path between the head-
end NE and the backup NE, in a case of a failure of the
primary path between the head-end NE and the primary NE.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating an example process of
reversion to the primary path between the head-end NE and
the primary NE, in a case of a recovery of the primary path
between the head-end NE and the primary NE, so that com-
munication is re-established between the head-end NE and
the primary NE over the primary path, in accordance with one
embodiment. At block 802, the head-end NE detects a path
recovery associated with the primary path in accordance with
the connectivity verification protocol. More precisely, in the
example embodiment of FIG. 8, the head-end NE detects the
recovery of the primary path in response to detection of a CC
message from the primary NE. At block 804, in response to
detection of the path recovery, the head-end NE sends a
connection recovery message to the primary NE. More pre-
cisely, in the embodiment of FIG. 8, the connection recovery
message is a CC message with RDI=0. At bock 820, the
primary NE receives the CC message with RDI=0, and sub-
sequently clears RDI condition(s) at block 822.

At block 806, the head-end NE starts a revert-timer and
notifies the backup NE that the secondary path will continue
to route the traffic until the revert-timer expires. At block 808
the revert-timer expires, and the head-end NE switches back
to the primary path. At block 810, the head-end NE instructs
the backup NE to close its communication port (Tx=0) by
sending a recovery status synchronization message in accor-
dance with the standardized Ethernet protection switching
protocol. In the example embodiment of FIG. 8, the Ethernet
protection switching protocol is the G.8031 standard.

At block 812, the backup NE receives the recovery status
synchronization message, and then at block 814, the backup
NE closes its communication port (Tx=0). At block 816, the
backup NE forwards the recovery status synchronization
message to the primary NE.

At block 818, the primary NE receives the recovery status
synchronization message forwarded by the backup NE from
the head-end NE via the inter-chassis communication link.

In the example embodiment of FIG. 8, the primary path and
the secondary path are logical Virtual Local Area Network
(VLAN) links of a Virtual Private Local Area Network Ser-
vice (VPLS) network. In other embodiments, the primary
path and the secondary path are logical links that are config-
ured to support one or more of network services such as
point-to-point, point-to-multipoint (bridging), multipoint-to-
multipoint (IP) services, and the like, and/or that are config-
ured to support applications, such as, for example, VLAN,
IPTV, VoD, video conferencing, real time data, stock trans-
actions, and the like.

Atblock 824, the primary NE sends a media access control
(“MAC”) flush message to other network elements (e.g., 106
and 108 of FIG. 1, 510 of FIGS. 5A, 5B, 6A, 6B) to flush all
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MAC addresses for the VLAN not learned from the primary
NE. At block 826, the primary NE opens its communication
port by setting transmitting port to one (1) (Tx=1), and at
block 828, the primary NE sends the backup NE a status
synchronization message indicating that the primary NE is
enabled for communication with the head-end NE. The pri-
mary NE sends the status synchronization message via the
inter-chassis communication link.

At block 830, the backup NE forwards the status synchro-
nization message sent from the primary NE to the head-end
NE, and at block 832, the head-end NE receives the status
synchronization message generated by the primary NE, and
communication is re-established between the head-end NE
and the primary NE over the primary path.

Thus, in the manner described above for FIG. 8, commu-
nication is re-established over the primary path between the
head-end NE and the primary NE, in a case of a recovery of
the primary path between the head-end NE and the primary
NE.

It should be noted that detection of a failure of a path herein
may include not only detection of a failure of link(s), but also
detection of failure of elements coupled in or to the path, such
as, where applicable element 506 or 508.

While particular embodiments have been shown and
described, it will be obvious to those of skills in the art that
based upon the teachings herein, changes and modifications
may be made without departing from this exemplary embodi-
ments and its broader aspects. Therefore, the appended
claims are intended to encompass within their scope all such
changes and modifications as are within the true spirit and
scope of this exemplary embodiments.

What is claimed is:

1. A procedure for operating a primary backup network
element (“NE”), comprising:

receiving a switch-over notification message, indicating

failure in a primary path, via an inter-chassis communi-
cation link;

providing a status synchronization message in accordance

with a standardized protection switching protocol to a
head-end NE to establish communication with the head-
end NE via a secondary path;

forwarding a recovery status synchronization message to a

primary NE, in response to reception of the recovery
status synchronization message indicating that the pri-
mary path has recovered; and

forwarding a further status synchronization message to the

head-end NE, in response to reception of the further
status synchronization message from the primary NE
indicating that the primary NE is enabled.

2. The procedure of claim 1, wherein the primary path is a
logical Virtual Local Area Network (VLLAN) path of a Virtual
Private Local Area Network Service (VPLS) network.

3. The procedure of claim 2, wherein the standardized
protection switching protocol is the G.8031 Ethernet Protec-
tion Switching protocol under International Telecommunica-
tion Union (“ITU”) standard for failover, and communication
via the inter-chassis communication link is performed in
accordance with the Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF)
Inter-Chassis Communication Protocol (ICCP).

4. The procedure of claim 2, further comprising, in
response to receipt of the switch-over notification message,
providing at least one of a media access control (“MAC”)
flush message and a status synchronization message indicat-
ing that the backup NE is enabled.

5. The procedure of claim 1, wherein the primary path is
enabled in accordance with the standardized protection
switching protocol.
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6. A backup network element (“NE”) comprising:

at least one computer-readable memory configured to store

program instructions; and

at least one processor operating under control of the pro-

gram instructions to receive a switch-over notification
message, indicating failure in a primary path, via an
inter-chassis communication link, and

provide a status synchronization message in accordance

with a standardized protection switching protocol to a
head-end NE to establish communication with the head-
end NE via a secondary path,

wherein the at least one processor also operates under

control of the program instructions to

forward a recovery status synchronization message to a

primary NE, in response to reception of the recovery
status synchronization message indicating that a pri-
mary path has recovered, and

forward a further status synchronization message to the

head-end NE, in response to reception of the further
status synchronization message from the primary NE
indicating that the primary NE is enabled.

7. The backup network element of claim 6, wherein the
primary path is a logical Virtual Local Area Network (VL AN)
path of a Virtual Private Local Area Network Service (VPLS)
network.
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8. The backup network element of claim 7, wherein the
standardized protection switching protocol is the G.8031 Eth-
ernet Protection Switching protocol under International Tele-
communication Union (“ITU”) standard for failover, and
communication via the inter-chassis communication link is
performed in accordance with the Internet Engineering Task
Force (IETF) Inter-Chassis Communication Protocol
accpe).

9. The backup network element of claim 8, wherein com-
municating via the inter-chassis communication link in accor-
dance with ICCP includes communication of at least one of
configuration information, network information, and infor-
mation in G.8031 messages.

10. The backup network element of claim 9, wherein the at
least one processor also operates under control of the program
instructions to

provide information, received via the inter-chassis com-

munication link, to the head-end NE in at least one
(G.8031 message; and
provide, via the inter-chassis communication link, infor-

mation in G.8031 messages received from the head-end
NE.



